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· WCASS fully supports the concept of Response to Implementation (RtI) and its goal of getting services to more students earlier than in the traditional special education referral model. 
· WCASS fully supports the use of a process based on a child’s response to scientific, research-based or evidence based interventions as part of Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD) criteria. 
· WCASS is fully committed to working collaboratively with other school organizations in its implementation of a RtI model within five years in every school district in Wisconsin.
· WCASS, as part of the SAA, fully supports the development of a rigorous statewide systematic approach to RtI to ensure continuity across districts. 
· Whereas, the federal government eliminated the requirement of a significant discrepancy formula following, therefore WCASS fully supports the five year transition period to fully implement a RtI model. Less would not allow districts sufficient time for the implementation of RtI. 
· WCASS fully supports the study of the effects of the revised SLD criteria on incidence rates through the Request for Proposal (RFP) process. 
· WCASS supports the continued use of federal language in the SLD criteria.
· WCASS supports increased flexibility regarding the use of pupil services, general educators, and special educators within the RtI process. 
· WCASS supports the inclusion of specific language in the rule to provide continuity in implementation among districts, such as at least two intensive scientific, research-based or evidence based interventions applied at a minimum of 80% level after obtaining a baseline using three probes, followed by weekly progress monitoring. 

· WCASS supports the need for best curricular/instructional practices and culturally responsive practices when addressing exclusionary factors. These factors should be considered an important and equal component of the criteria rather than an afterthought. 
· WCASS understands that the use of 1.25 standard deviation (SD) in the SLD criteria will assist in maintaining the current identification rate. 

· WCASS seeks clarification regarding the required observation of interventions for integrity/fidelity as outlined in PI 11.36 (6) (e) 2. 

· WCASS seeks guidance and training around the following areas: “reliable and valid progress monitoring tools”, determining “slope of trend line” to determine progress, “general education as structured” and “appropriate instruction”. 
