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WCASS General Membership Meeting

May 6, 2010
4:00 pm
            Crowne Plaza, Madison, WI
Executive Board Members present:
	Phil Knobel, Executive Director
WCASS


Elected Officers:

	Gary Myrah, President
Port Washington-Saukville
	Dave Kwiatkowski, President-Elect
CESA #8
	Dawn Western, Secretary

CESA #11

	Timothy Gantz, Past-President
Green Bay
	Ken Kassees, Treasurer
Kettle Moraine School District
	


Standing Committees:

	Kurt Eley, Legislation

Waunakee School District
	Steve Smith, Membership
WI Rapids School District
	Barb Van Haren, Research
CESA #1

	Nissan Bar-Lev, Research
CESA #7
	Greg Nyen, Conference Committee

Stevens Point School District
	Tammy Fruik, Conf. Committee

Wausau Public Schools

	Howard Kallio, Constitution

Oconomowoc School District
	Jan Chapman, Social Awards

Cedarburg School District
	Mardi Freeman, CEC Rep

Hamilton School District

	Kelly Kapitz, Newsletter

Marathon County School District
	
	


Region Chairs:

	Diane Knudsen, Region 4

Eleva-Strum School District
	Bob Geigle, Region 2

Oshkosh School District
	John Peterson, Region 3

Fort Atkinson School District

	Mary Cimbalnik, Region 1
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A quorum was established and the meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm.
Secretary Report, Gary Myrah:  Minutes from the previous WCASS general membership meeting have been posted to the WCASS website.  Motion made to accept minutes as written made by Sondra Reynolds, seconded by Randy Hughes. No discussion.  Motion passed.

Treasurer Report, Ken Kassees:  Ken explained a balance sheet and profit/loss sheet for the WCASS organization. We are well within budget for all areas. If anyone wants more detailed information, please call or email Ken. Motion made to accept treasurer’s report as submitted made by Howard Kallio, seconded by Diane Knudson. No discussion. Motion passed. 

Handout:  Treasurer’s Report (white)

Discussion Items:

1. WCASS Retirements for 2010: Jan Chapman congratulated and announced ten retirees: 
Lynne Maslowski


John Faust

Carol Zarske



Deb Parman

Brad Bailie



Donald Nolan

Kathy Brooks



Sheila Kindwall
Jan Cope-Kasten



Marlene Gross-Ackeret

2. WCASS Administrator of the Year Award:  Jan announced Greg Nyen, Stevens Point, as the recipient of the 2010 WCASS Administrator of the Year. Well done, Greg!
3. WDPI plan of action in response to OSEP letter findings, Gary Myrah: Anita Castro provided an overview of the implications to the membership. OSEP was in Wisconsin in November to conduct an on-site visit. There were four findings, one of which involved DPI verification of non-compliance correction within one year. DPI will be identifying records that will be reviewed during verification and will involve two statistically sound samples (student-level and district-level verification).  Additional details will be released. Gary emailed Alexa Posney, Assistant Secretary for Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, Department of Education, regarding this issue and the potential request for a Congressional review. Gary will share the response when it is received.  
4. Seclusion & Restraint Updates, Gary Myrah: This issue continues to receive press in the state. WCASS will work with groups around the state to be proactive in addressing seclusion and restraint concerns. John Forrester shared that at the federal level, the House bill did pass. The Senate bill will likely not move during this session. 
5. SAA & Legislative Report, John Forester: John shared an outline of the 2009-10 legislative session. The fiscal situation in the state is poor and most systems in the state are underfunded. John predicts another four to six years of fiscal issues. John established strong relationships with freshmen rural democrats. Randy asked about a summer budget correction. John indicated more information will be coming in the next couple of weeks. It’s likely it won’t happen until after elections.
6. Winter & Spring Conference Report, Greg Nyen: Both conferences have been well attended. The 2011 Winter conference will be at the Paper Valley in Appleton again. The May 2011 location has not yet been determined.
7. WCASS Election, Timothy Gantz: Timothy announced that Ken Kassees will serve another term as treasurer. The new President-Elect is Greg Nyen. Thank you, Tim, for your last official act as past-President.
8. New Director’s Handbook, Tom Balliet: Tom has been working on a manual since June 2009, and described the contents. It is in the process of being formatted and will be on the WCASS website when completed.
9. Wisconsin Family/School/Community Summit, Gary Myrah: This summit will be held May 22 in Waukesha and is organized by the governor’s office. Gary will attend. Gary will provide feedback on our summer newsletter.
10. Wisconsin School Psychology Association Manager, Mike Lackas: Mike introduced this new role that he will assume for WSPA. Mike encouraged participation of all school psychologists.
11. WCASS Regions, Dave Kwiatkowski: Readership of the newsletter appears limited. Dave encouraged and challenged maximum membership participation in the WCASS organization through regional participation. Dave plans to revitalize WCASS regions as a part of his upcoming Presidency.
12. CASE position on IDEA reauthorization, Gary Myrah: Gary will provide information to the membership. Of most interest, CASE has made a position to slow down the RtI process, citing that “fast moving” states are noting elements of concern.
13. Membership survey, Gary Myrah: A survey will be conducted every two years to assess wants and needs. Look for an electronic survey sometime this summer.
14. Communications, Phil Knobel: The SAA legislative committee is meeting on May 17th and is comprised of six members of each of the four branches of the SAA. WCASS is in need of an alternate to the committee. Please contact Phil if interested. Phil reminded the membership about the networking site on the WCASS website. 
Other items:

· The membership watched a recent Madison FOX 47 news video, “Safety in Schools: Finding Alternatives to Seclusion and Restraint.”
· Dave Kwiatkowski thanked Gary for his time as President and his energy for improving the lives and experiences of students with disabilities. Dave asked WCASS to join him in providing Gary with recognition (standing ovation). Thank you, Gary!
Motion to adjourn made by Mardi Freeman, seconded by John von Tish.

Meeting adjourned at 5:12 pm.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Rebecca Collins, WCASS Substitute Secretary

May 2010

Page 1 of 3

